Introduction
An epidemiological study for assessment of the prevalence and severity of oral diseases in Turkey has been conducted by our research team between June 1987 and June 1988.
This National Oral Health Pathfinder Survey was prepared with the permission and administrative support of the Ministry of Health and with the financial and technical cooperation of the WHO Regional Office for Europe. A total sample size of 6,290 persons was examined in the survey and periodontal disease treatment needs were estimated according to the Community Periodontal Index of Treatment Needs (CPITN), which was developed and agreed for use in field trials by the WHO and FDI in 1981 [1] .
Preventive Medicine and Public Health, Istanbul University-Dental Faculty, Capa-ISTANBUL To whom all correspondence should be addressed: Assoc. Prof Gulcin SAYDAM, Istanbul UniversitesiFakultesi, Koruyucu Hekimlik ye Halk Sagligi, 34390 CAPA-ISTANBUL, TURKEY. The original idea was presented at the 4th Meeting of the International Academy of Periodontology, Istanbul, Turkey, 17-20 September 1990. This paper presents the CPITN values for some index age groups taken from the global data, and their assessed treatment needs, and discusses periodontal health targets by the year 2000.
Materials and Methods
A national survey was conducted at 57 examination locations in 5 cities representing different geographic regions of Turkey. The subjects of the investigation, 1,943 people of the index age groups 15-19, 35-44 and 65+ yr, were from a sample survey examined at the same locations and recorded on an oral health assessment form (WHO 1986) [2] .
A special probe, the 621 WHO periodontal probe, was used to collect data utilizing 6 index teeth 16. 11. 26. 36. 31. 46 for subjects under 20 yr, and 17. 16. 11. 26. 27. 36. 37. 31. 46. 47 index teeth for subjects over 20 yr. The gingiva of each tooth was probed gently to detect calculus and determine pocket depth and bleeding response at 6 sites: mesiobuccal, midbuccal, distobuccal, mesiolingual, midlingual and distolingual, to represent the 6 sextants of the mouth. The subjects then were classified according to different treatment needs [2] [3] [4] .
Computer analyses were done at the WHO, Geneva.
Results
The survey results are summarized in the tables below.
In the index age groups of 15-19 yr, 35-44 yr and 65+ yr, the percentages of people showing indicators of periodontal disease according to CPITN, such as bleeding, calculus, shallow and deep pockets, are shown in Table 1 . Table  1 Prevalence rates of CPITN criteria
The percentage of healthy subjects who do not exhibit any sign of disease was 25.75% in the 15-19 yr group, but only about 3% in the 35-44 yr group and 3.75% in the 65+ yr group. However, the situation for many countries in Europe is much the same such as the percentage for the 35-44 yr group: CPITN=4 is 30 in Finland, 7.7 in Greece and 3 in the Netherlands, being 5.87% in Turkey [6] .
It is clear that a new service structure and planning of action to improve the oral health capacity is needed immediately with priority groups, extending to cover as much of the population as possible in Turkey over the next 10 years.
